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Lemuel Pearson: I just warited to fly. 
BY AMANDA SHELBY 
Item Staff Writer 
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Pearson said he new 31 combat missions dur-
ing his t:me served in World War II, and saw 

. many othen; shot down, but he never was shot 
" I just wanted lo Oy•· down. 
Lemuel Pearson was working_ as a machinist " A number of times I had an engine shot out 

when Pearl Harbor was bombed m December of And when you had an engine shot out, you had to 
I 941 . He told his foreman he wa~ resigning_. and slow down. but the rest of the group didn 't wait 
went to Jom the military. Pearson said lus mends on you. You had to come in alone. But I always 
wanted to JOtn the Army and the Navy, but Pear- made it in safe. Nol everyone did thaL Five of my 
~on wantl."d to fl y. closest friends from Aviation Cadets were killed 
··1 just wanted to fl y planc-s. I joined the Unit- in combaL There were a lot who were shot down 

,·d States Air Force. and never regretted iL." that were able to eject and were held as prisonen; 
Pearson started out as a private in the Air Force of war. but several planes blew up when they 

when he was 2 I years o ld . It was 1942. and he were shot," Pearson said. 
was m~ing $2 I per month ._ He went into the Avi- Pean;on talks about going on combat missions. 
u,t ,on Cadets _ program, which had three stases: "The days that you were gonna fly, they ga~ 
I nmary. Bas,_c. and Advanced. you real eggs, rather than powdered eggs. I didn't 

PL·,uson said the aviat ion program ~as a tough even really like eggs, but I always liked getting 
one. but he was always al tl1e top of his class. real eggs because it meant that I was going to be 

"Lots of people washed out., and couldn ' t make going up to fly . ... When we got on a target run, 
11 through the program . ... We had one instructor, there would be a lot of flak shot at you. There 
we called him the ' Maytag' m~. because he would be about seven minutes of being shot al A 
washed out so many cadets. He tned to wash me lot of people got hit on those runs because you 
ouL but I always gave him a perfect flight.," Pear- couldn't evade. You had to stay o~ targel I was 
, on said. never shot down. I had hits, but never crashed. I 

Pearson tells of his first solo fight. had a window shot out once, and it was 20 
.. -lht' instructor would get out of tlie plane, and degrees or lower up tliere. It was pretty cold. 

he would tell us to make three fu ll -stop landings. Another thing, if another plane got shot up, we 
f"hal was considered a solo flight. They usually couldn 't go help him. We had to stay with the 
took about eight hours. I made my first two land- group ... . On one mission, we had our number 
ing, perfect. ll1c tl1ird time, I bounced .... I had to two engine shot out from the ground. I cut the 
use thr right ruddcr, and ended up turning my engine and held fonnation until the bombs were 
plane more than 90 degrees Lo the left. ll1ere in dropped. On the way back, we could see Switz.er-
front of me was an instructor (Maytag) and one of land out Q¼- lefl window. My crew asked me to go 
Ill) best friends. There was a fence tliere (at the to S\\ itiirland, because if you went to Switz.er-
l'nd of tl1e runway). and I didn 't think I could get land, you were out of the war, but I wouldn't go. 
o,cr thc len~e. but it was eithcr hit tl1e fence or hit I wanted to go back and fly my missions." 
them . So I went back up and made it up over the Pearson said each bomber carried ten crew 
knee. I figured l better not come right back members, and had ten .50 caliber machine guns. 
Jown. so I stayed up in tl1e a.ir about 15 or 20 The bomber5 also carried at least eight 1,000 
m111u1t.--s. and then came back down. ll1ey had a pound bombs, and when they would go on a run, 
111eetin)! later thm night about me. and Maytag th;:-y woul\! drop all the bombs at one time. 
wanted to kick me out. My other instructor s:iid Pearson ·s 29th and 30th missions were on D-
th:11 l was the best student he had and no one else. Day, w1d he said he flew over the beach at Nor-
including e ither one of them. could have got1.l!J1 mandy, crying to bomb the Germans to defend the 
back over that fence .... I went out tJ ying later ,oldie1s coming on shore. 
t-" ce "ith Muytag, Wld he wwned to get rid of " I did.n ' t dunk there were.as many ships in the 
nu.,, but I gave him perfL'Cl fligh ts." \\ ,•rid a, there were in the English Channel that 

A fier Pearson completed the: caJc:t program. he da). I was glad I was in a plane, I '11 tell you that." 
" ent 10 8 -24 boo1bcr school in Tucson, Ari1.. . Pean.ot1 has nun1erous medals, including the 
" here he t.rained us a bomber pil,11. Distinguished Flying Cross and die Air Medal . 

.. I wanted 111 Ix a fighter pilot, but aJkr I !llart- - I le J.lso has a pili from belonb>ing to the .. C~-
ed 11} ing lxnnbt:rs , I wttS glad I wa, a b,,mbcr pillar Club ... which means he had to bail 001 of a 
pi lot I gut more lli ~11 Lim,· dS a bombc-1 pi lut tl 1J.11 plw1e ID s.ave his lite. Pearson said receiveJ 
I \l,Ould hm e as a lighter pilo1. •· P<"arwn sai~ tliat ail.er die war when he was SUllioned at Lang-
.. 8 111 the lirst time I SilW a boml-.:- r, I saiJ it was le} Fidd. 
too big for me to ll) . Of .:our;,.-. it endcil up being .. It was a night flight . I got to ieeling som<-
011e of the ,mailer plann." thing was going to happc:n to the plane. I got on a 

Aller he fini shed bomber school. he was s.::nt heading bad to Langley Field. and then che nwn-
lu Demer lor trdining. and then sent to Europe us he-I t\\o engu1,· bli:w up. llie \\hole wing ,-aught 
an ntra pilot. In December of 1943. h_e,fk\\ out on Ii.re . I tl1ought "e \\ere going to blow up. ·11ie 
of England. crew bailed out. and lh<.-n I ruiled 0 111. I landed 111 

.. It was exciting times for me. I love to Oy. I a pu1e IJ"ee , ltl1d got loo;.: from nt) parad1U1C .. 
P"\/Pn ,-nin\lPtl th P /"'n rnh.-.1 fl v in o " P ~rc::nn cnitf f,;. 11 ,,,, 1h..- ,,m1n-u4 I h.-. 1l -1~ m>. nnht d -,, • .,,ul ,-4,,.,.. 

'\J\cr his time during World War 11 . Pe,irson 
returned to Covington. La . where he <:,~n•_..,_1 , 
fl ying school. He kept th-r _ 
school going for about thrtt I 

ag..un. ,md I toid them I "'ould be back on J 
I f K." h hirthd.n - ' 

years. but then had to cw ,t I 
He was recalled ro in lhe 
Korean War. but did no1 <ff I 
combal 

After his savice. 1-,,r g01 OU1 
of the military and came back to 
Picayune. he bas hved I 
ever since. He lives a full life . , 
and sti II remains acti, e. 
although he wilJ 9000 I 
his 8Sth birthday. 

uFor my 83rd birthday. I I 
went down to the COIISI Wlll 
went skydiving al r n:nt Lun 
Airfield. rd like to do th.al I 

Lemuel Pearson, 
rf&tlt and with hll 
crew, below, front 
row, second on 
the left. 
Thea,ouppoeeln 
front of their 
pa...ca11ec1t11e 
"Dry 11un~. 
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